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The Association is dedicated to the protection, preservation, and continued
improvement of the beautiful and unique Rennie Lake and its watershed.

President’s Comments by Ralph Bednarz, RLA President

Welcome to the 2022 fall issue of the Rennie Lake Association (RLA) news-
letter—Reflections. The RLA entered its second year as of August 1, 2022.
You all received the RLA Annual Report (FY2021-2022) which highlighted
the first year accomplishments and committee reports. Your RLA Board and
active committees continue to work on many projects to move the organiza-
tion forward and to “preserve and protect” beautiful Rennie Lake.

This issue of Reflections includes an article on a recent event called
“Libraries Love Lakes”, a feature article on “Rennie Lake’s Aquatic Plant
Community”, an update on the GO-REC PUD application, and a synopsis of
a recent report published by the Michigan DNR on wake boating. We also
announce our new website at (www.rennielakeassociation.com), introduce
“Buoy Bob” who will be sharing boating safety information in future issues of
Reflections, take note of wildlife on the lake, and announce a Rennie Lake
neighbors’ social event in spring 2023.

A successful lake association is dependent on a growing membership and
active participation of its members. Please renew your membership today,
or join us as a new member. Information on how to join the RLA, or renew
your membership, can be found on the RLA website. Please share the RLA
newsletter with your Rennie Lake and Forest Lakes area neighbors.

Also, please consider participating in one or more of the RLA committees as
listed at the end of the newsletter. With your participation, we can accom-
plish more together to fulfill our mission — “The Rennie Lake Association is
dedicated to preserve and protect the water quality, ecosystem services and
quality of life in Rennie Lake and its watershed through education, leadership
and collaboration.” Best wishes for a fun and safe holiday season.

LIBRARIES LOVE LAKES

“Libraries Love Lakes is an outreach project
which pairs school and public libraries with lake
scientists to provide collaborative programming
emphasizing the importance of lakes in our every-
day lives.” In 2019 the North American Lake
Management Society (NALMS) partnered with
Libraries Love Lakes (LLL) to bring the project to
a broader audience in conjunction with Lakes Ap-
£ preciation Month In July 2022 RLA pre3|dent
Ralph Bednarz partnered with A
Andy Schuck, Youth Services
Coordinator at the Traverse Area |
District Library (Traverse City,
MI) to put on two LLL events —
one for preschool youth and one
for elementary and tweens. The
events included reading the book
“Are You a Dragonfly?” By
Judy Allen and Tudor Hum-
phries, singing water-related songs, art projects,
and other interactive activities. The participants showed great interest in
learning about lakes. You can never start too early to educate good lake
stewards of the future!

Libraries
Love Lakes

Library event—photo by Pat Bednarz



http://www.rennielakeassociation.com

ANNOUNCING!

The new Rennie Lake Association
Website. Renovated, updated and
enhanced! Check it out at:
www.rennielakeassociation.com

GO-REC Withdraws PUD Application by Bryan Gilleland

According to recent published reports, Rotary Camps and Services (RCS),
the operator of Greilick Outdoor Recreation and Education Center (GO-
REC), has withdrawn its Planned Unit Development (PUD) Application from
consideration by the East Bay Township Board of Trustees.

Save Forest Lakes (SFL) President Jill Bernardi informed the Rennie Lake
Association (RLA) that SFL received a letter from Jeffrey Jocks, RCS legal
counsel, which stated “’Rotary Camps and Services (RCS) has withdrawn
its PUD Application from consideration by East Bay Township. RCS is in the
process of closing GO-REC.” The letter went on to state “GO-REC will be
completely closed once it honors its remaining contractual commitments
which RCS expects to be completed by November 30, 2022.”

Regarding future use of the property, GO-REC'’s letter to SFL stated “At this
point, RCS has no plans for the property, but will be exploring what to do
with the property in the future.” In addition, “Upon closure, RCS will be post-
ing the property as closed and with no trespassing signs. There will likely
remain a caretaker on the property to deal with building maintenance and to
inform trespassers that they must leave the property.”

Over the course of deliberations on the PUD, RLA President Ralph Bed-
narz, representing the RLA Board, has consistently made comments at East
Bay Township Planning Commission and Board of Trustees meetings ex-
pressing concern over allowing public watercraft access via the GO-REC
waterfront on Rennie Lake due to the risk of the spread of aquatic invasive
species (AIS) and concern for overcrowding and boating safety. The RLA
Board considered other aspects of the PUD outside the scope of RLA’s mis-
sion and supported a joint letter from concerned riparian groups represent-
ing the Forest Lakes community to the Township Trustees opposing the GO
-REC PUD application.

Upon hearing the news regarding the PUD withdrawal, President Bed-
narz.stated “I’'m pleased with the Rotary Camps and Services’ decision to
withdraw the GO-REC PUD application. However, there are potential lega-
cy issues at GO-REC that were discovered during the PUD review process
that may need to be addressed by RCS per Township, County and State
regulations.”

Rennie Lake Wildlife by Sandy Witvoet

Trumpeter Swans, native to Michigan, are a
special visitor to Rennie in the Fall. Unlike their
non-native "cousins", the Mute Swan, Trumpet-
ers aren't aggressive, opportunistic or invasive.
In fact, they almost disappeared! Thanks to
MSU, with the help of other states, for their work
to re-establish them here via captive breeding/
release and genetic dispersion , we now have a
viable population. Their "voice" is much like a
muted French Horn. They nest on smaller lakes
in the area.

Trumpeter Swan—photo by Sandy Witvoet

Shoreline Living Tip — Keeping the Geese at Bay: Canada Geese are beautiful
birds, but their gooey droppings and turf-plucking ways can make a slimy mess of a
turfgrass lawn. How to keep them away? Plant a buffer strip of native plants along
the shore. Geese won't pass through the buffer, because they have a natural fear
of upright vegetation—they think it provides cover for predators.




Rennie Lake’s Aquatic Plant Community
By Ralph Bednarz, Chair, Water Quality and Lake Level Committee

A healthy lake and a healthy fishery are dependent on a healthy aquatic
plant community in the lake and on the shoreline. In order to determine the
status of the aquatic plant community in
Rennie Lake, the RLA Water Quality and
Lake Level Committee engaged in a full
aquatic plant mapping survey of the lake
this past summer. The survey was con-
ducted as part of the state’s Cooperative
Lakes Monitoring Program (CLMP) accord-
ing to the procedures established for the
CLMP Aquatic Plant Mapping parameter
(https://micorps.net/lake-monitoring/clmp-
documents/).
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. A tic Pl S -photo by Mollie DaBell
The survey was conducted during the second ~ A9ua!e Flant Survey-photo by Molle bade

week in August 2022. A total of 32 transect locations were randomly se-
lected around the lake to sample. Each transect location includes 3 sam-
pling points, at 1-, 4-, and 8-foot sampling depths. Sampling is conducted
at four directions (0, 90, 180 and 270 degrees) at each sampling station
using a weighted sampling rake attached to a rope. A total of 96 stations at
the 32 transect locations were sampled and 364 rake tows we made to
complete the entire lake survey (for methods manual see: htips:/
shop.msu.edu/search?type=product&options%5Bprefix%
5D=last&q=WQ55).

The results indicate a healthy but sparse plant community in Rennie Lake.
A total of 19 different aquatic plant species were found. The most common
aquatic plants found were Chara (70 stations), Bushy Pondweed (65 sta-
tions) and Variable Pondweed (59 stations). The table below includes the
complete list of aquatic plants and their distribution found in the August
2022 survey.

Chara or Stonewort/Muskgrass is a bottom dwelling macro algae which
grows in low mats that can cover extensive area in lakes. It is typically
found in hard water lakes in the nearshore shallow water areas, but out to
depths of 30 feet in very clear lakes. This plant along with the abundant
animal life associated with it makes Chara an excellent waterfowl food and
food provider for fish.

Bushy pondweed is actually a naiad aquatic plant, not a pondweed. It is low
growing and typically does not form large beds. Being bushy it harbors
abundant aquatic invertebrate life and is one of the most important water-
fowl food and fish food providers. Bushy pondweed is good habitat for fish,
particularly shelter for young fish.

Variable pondweed is a true pondweed with the scientific name Potamo-
geton gramineus. It usually grows to a height of 3 to 5 feet and may put out
floating leaves. It grows in an open, scattered pattern, rarely forming dense
clusters and is usually associated with other plants in diverse communities.
Like most pondweeds, variable pondweed is an important waterfowl food
and typically is associated with a diverse plant community that provides
good fish habitat.

No in-lake aquatic invasive species (AlIS) were found in Rennie Lake during
the August 2022 survey. A few locations had Phragmites and Purple
Loosestrife, shoreline invasive species, that may need to be controlled at
some time in the future. We keep track of these AIS as part of the Exotic
Aquatic Plant Watch surveys every year. Hopefully, if new AIS appear in
Rennie Lake we will find them early and be in a position to control and
eradicate them at the initial stage of infestation.

In summary, the August 2022 Full Aquatic Plant Mapping survey on Rennie
Lake found a healthy but sparse aquatic plant community. All lakefront
property owners should be aware of the aquatic plants growing in the shal-
lows and at the shoreline of their property and strive to protect what we
have. These beneficial aquatic plants are the basis for healthy lake ecolo-
gy and fishery.
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Rennie Lake — August 2022 Full Aquatic Plant Mapping Survey
(Plants Found, Distribution and Average Density)

Plant Name Distribution Average
(number of sites where ob- Density
served)
Chara (macro algae) 70 1.05
Busy Pondweed 65 0.79
Variable Pondweed 59 0.61
White Water Lily 29 0.47
Stiff Pondweed 19 0.24
Water Smartweed 12 0.14
Bladderwort 10 0.10
Sago Pondweed 10 0.10
Broadleaf Cattail 3 0.07
Bullrush 3 0.05
Sedges 5 0.05
Cladophora (algae) 1 0.04
Floating-leaf Pondweed 2 0.03
Watershield 1 0.03
White-stem Pondweed 1 0.03
Phragmites 2 0.02
Yellow Water Lily 2 0.02
Water Celery 1 0.01
Arum-leaf Arrowhead 1 0.01

Buoy Bob Says......
l’_ Hi There!

o L | am Buoy Bob and | exist in the great
Z minds of your Rennie Lake Association

S~~— g board members!

They’ve asked me to write occasionally
for this newsletter to inform you about
various boating safety and etiquette
items during the year. | will start once |
get my moorings squared away! (LOL)

Watch for ME in future editions and
always.... be safe around the water!

BuoH B

Did you know? That Rennie Lake is one of
11,000 inland lakes in Michigan. Also, Michi-
gan (and Maine) are noted to have the clearest
lakes in the country! Just one more reason to
cherish and protect our beautiful natural re-
sources!




The Rennie Lake Association would like to
invite you to a social event next spring!!
s Food, fun and getting better acquainted R
with our neighbors!! Be on the lookout
for details to follow in the next edition of
Reflections!!

WAKE BOATING

Wake boats have gained much popularity in recent years and can be
found on most inland lakes. Given that, The Michigan Department of Nat-
ural Resources recently authored a report regarding wake boats. The re-
port included recommendations for how to protect the health of Michigan’s
waters, and the fish and plant life that rely on them, while at the same time
enjoying wake boating. Through this report DNR Fisheries recommends
that wake boaters remember these three simple steps to ensure fun on the
water while protecting our beautiful natural resources:

o When wakesurfing or wakeboarding, during which boat speed, wave
shapers and/or ballast are used to increase wave height, operate at
least 500 feet from docks or the shoreline, regardless of water depth.

o When wakesurfing or wakeboarding, never operate in water less than
15 feet deep.

e Completely drain ballast tanks before transporting a watercraft over
land.

If readers have questions regarding these recommendations or would like
to view the entire report, please contact Joe Nohner at (517-599-6825,
) and/or Jim Francis (517-242-3593,
). Report citation is as follows: Francis, J., J. Nohner,
J. Bauman, and B. Gunderman. 2022. Wake boats: concerns and recom-
mendations related to natural resource management in Michigan waters.
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Fisheries Report 37, Lansing

BOARD OF DIRECTORS COMMITTEES

Ralph Bednarz, President Standing Committees:

Thomas Lapka, Vice President Audit, Chris Kristock, Chair
Bryan Gilleland, Treasurer Finance, Bryan Gilleland, Chair
Richard DaBell, Secretary Membership, John Moody, Chair

Chris Kristock, Member-at-Large Nominating and Voting, Chris Kristock, Chair

Supplemental Committees:
Communications, Chairperson vacant
— Website, Brien Baumgartner, Liaison
— Newsletter, Mollie DaBell, Editor
Community Affairs & Public Relations, Chairperson vacant
History, Chairperson vacant
Planning, Chairperson vacant
Water Quality & Lake Level, Ralph Bednarz, Chair
Water Safety and Recreation, Chairperson vacant
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