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The Association is dedicated to the protection, preservation, and continued 

improvement of the beautiful and unique Rennie Lake and its watershed. 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS  by Ralph Bednarz, RLA President 

Welcome to the first issue of the Rennie Lake Reflections.  I want to thank 

the Rennie Lake Association, Inc. (RLA) Board of Directors for their time 

and effort in building and implementing the RLA structure during the first 

year of operation.  The RLA is incorporated as a Michigan non-profit mem-

bership organization with federal 501(c)(3) status.  The Board currently 

consists of five members who fill the roles of President, Vice-President, 

Secretary, Treasurer and Director at-large (see RLA Board of Directors in-

sert). 

I also want to thank you, the 50 RLA charter members, for supporting the 

organization.  The RLA membership includes 49 voting Members and 1 

Friend, which represents 35% of the eligible riparian parcels.  We want to 

increase the RLA membership as we enter our second year so please re-

new your membership and talk to your neighbors and ask them to consider 

joining.  If we all work together and every member brings in one additional 

member we will approach our goal of 75-100% eligible membership. 

The working structure of the RLA is based on members chairing and partic-

ipating in the committees.  Per the RLA bylaws, the Board established four 

standing committees, Membership, Finance, Audit, Nominating/Elections, 

and six additional committees including:  Communications, Water Quality 

and Lake Level, Community Affairs and Public Relations, Water Safety and 

Recreation, History, and Planning (see RLA committees and chairpersons 

insert).  Please consider participating in one or more of the RLA commit-

tees.  With your participation, we can accomplish more together to fulfill the 

mission – “The Rennie Lake Association is dedicated to preserve and pro-

tect the water quality, ecosystem services and quality of life in Rennie Lake 

and its watershed through education, leadership and collaboration.”  

In this issue of the Rennie Lake Reflections, editor Mollie DaBell includes 

an article on Septic Systems and Maintenance.  We hope this article is use-

ful for you and you will consider implementing the maintenance steps to 

help your septic system to function well and keep unwanted nutrients out of 

the lake.  Each issue of the Rennie Lake Reflections will include a feature 

article aimed at steps we all can take to help protect Rennie Lake and its 

shorelines. 

Additional information in this issue includes an announcement of the up-

coming Annual Members meeting and election of vacant Board positions, 

an update of the GO-REC PUD application status, and an overview of the 

water quality testing that is being implemented by the Water Quality and 

Lake Level Committee. 

The Board of Directors look forward to seeing everyone on the water now 
that the spring is here, as well as at the upcoming Annual Meeting.  Enjoy 
the lake and recreate safely. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING NOTICE  

Please mark your calendars to attend the Rennie Lake Association annual 

membership meeting on Saturday, June 25, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

The meeting will be held at the Eastbay Township offices located near the 

intersection of Three Mile and Hammond Roads.    

Issues to be discussed include:  election of new board members, proposed 

bylaws amendment, finance report and proposed budget for FY 2022/23,  

and planning committee reports including water quality monitoring report, 

website update, planning committee efforts and more.  We look forward to 

seeing you there! 



GO-REC UPDATE by Ralph Bednarz 

The Eastbay Charter Township Board of Trustees held a Public Hearing on 

the GO-REC Planned Unit Development (PUD) application on May 9.  The 

Trustees requested more information from Rotary Camps and Services on 

the noise and traffic concerns that may result from the large venue and race 

events at GO-REC requested in the application. A Special Meeting will be 

scheduled to review the additional information and for possible action.  Other 

concerns discussed were the non-conforming vault toilets in the 

campground area, the under-sized septic system for Besser Hall and the 

potential contamination at the gun ranges and waste dump.  The waterfront 

issues regarding public watercraft overcrowding and the potential for aquatic 

invasive species (AIS) infestation were briefly mentioned by Trustee Bartlett 

but quickly dismissed by Supervisor Friend.  Apparently, the official record is 

now closed and no additional public comment will be allowed or accepted. 

The Rennie Lake Association (RLA) position on the GO-REC PUD applica-

tion was presented at the Public Hearing held by the Planning Commission 

on December 16, 2021, the follow-up GO-REC PUD application Planning 

Commission meetings on January 4 and February 1, 2022 and the Special 

Meeting on March 24 as well as the Board of Trustees meeting on January 

10, 2022 and the Public Hearing on May 9. 

The RLA continues to disagree with the current PUD application regarding 

public watercraft access to Rennie Lake via the GO-REC waterfront.  We 

requested that both the Planning Commission and the Board of Trustees: 

FEATURE ARTICLE 

Septic System Maintenance by Mollie DaBell 

Often times, a septic system may appear to be functioning properly as long 

as water is properly draining from the house.  However, if the system is fail-

ing to properly treat the effluent, then septic systems can be a significant 

source of E. coli bacteria and nutrients to surface waters.  E. coli bacteria 

can cause serious, and sometimes fatal, infections, while increased nutrient 

concentrations often lead to algae blooms which turn the water green, block 

sunlight, and even release toxins in some cases.   A recent study by Michi-

gan State University found that all 64 rivers they sampled in Michigan had 

human-specific, digestive bacteria present in them, indicating that human 

waste was a pollutant to the surface waters.  Further analysis by MSU re-

vealed that failed septic systems were the largest contributors of the human 

waste bacteria.  The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, 

and Energy (EGLE) has developed a SepticSmart program to help home 

owners maintain their systems.  The basic steps are: 

1. Protect it and Inspect it:  Inspections should be done every 3-5 years. 

2. Think at the Sink:  Avoid pouring solids and grease down the drain. 

3. Don’t Overload the Commode:  Only put things in the drain or toilet that 

belong there. 

4. Don’t Strain Your Drain:  Be water efficient and spread out water use. 

5. Shield Your Field:  Do not park or drive on the drainfield. 

6. Pump Your Tank:  Routinely pumping your tank can prevent premature 

failure. 

7. Test Your Drinking Water Well:  Improperly maintained septic systems 

can contaminate well water.  Test your well water to ensure this has not 

happened. 

 

According to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), 

poor septic system performance, or failure, typically occurs when effluent 

loading is too high, the soil type is unsuitable, the drainfield is too small, or 

the drainfield is too close to the water table.  Also, neglecting to pump a 

septic tank often can lead to failure. 

For more information, visit EGLE’s SepticSmart Program at:   

www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/drinking-water-and-

environmental-health/onsite-wastewater-management/septicsmart or 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/why-do-i-need-to-clean-my-septic-tank-

every-three-years  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/why-do-i-need-to-clean-my-septic-tank-every-three-years
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/why-do-i-need-to-clean-my-septic-tank-every-three-years


Water Quality Report by Ralph Bednarz 

Water quality data have been collected in Rennie Lake since 2015 when 

Susan LaRose enrolled in the Michigan Clean Water Corps (MICorps) Co-

operative Lakes Monitoring Program (CLMP).  She initially measured Secchi 

disk (SD) transparency and collected samples for spring and summer total 

phosphorus (TP), an algae, and plant nutrient.  These parameters continue 

to be collected annually and additional parameters have been added since 

2015.  A detailed description of the CLMP parameters and the data collected 

for Rennie Lake can be found on the MiCorps website - https://micorps.net/

lake-monitoring/. 

In 2021, the RLA Water Quality and Lake 

Level Committee collected water quality 

data including SD transparency, spring 

and summer TP, chlorophyll a, water col-

umn dissolved oxygen (DO), and temper-

ature, as well as conducted an aquatic 

invasive plant survey.  Using these data 

the trophic status (oligotrophic, meso-

trophic, eutrophic) of the lake can be de-

termined by calculating the Carlson 

Trophic State Index (TSI).  The TSI score 

for Rennie Lake in 2021 was 39, which falls between the oligotrophic and 

mesotrophic lake classification.  The 2021 CLMP data report for Rennie 

Lake includes a complete description of the TSI calculation and trophic lake 

classification - https://micorps.net/lake-monitoring/individual-lake-reports/. 

The exotic (invasive) aquatic plant watch survey is designed for early detec-

tion of the most common aquatic invasive plant species.  A few patches of 

Phragmites and a few Purple Loosestrife plants were found but no other 

common invasive plant species.  As Phragmites continues to spread we 

may need to do some spot treatment for control.  The Purple Loosestrife can 

be removed by hand or bio-control methods can be effective. 

We also found an invasive mollusk – the Chinese mystery snail (CMS) in 

turtle bay.  The CMS infestation appears to be localized and may be con-

trolled by hand removal. 

 

Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) - Photo by 

Ralph Bednarz 

Photo by 2012 NLA Survey Team 

Reject the GO-REC PUD application in its entirety and ask Rotary 

Camps and Services to re-develop the PUD proposal for “common 

ground” outdoor uses of the GO-REC property with input and sup-

port from the Forest Lakes community, including the Rennie Lake 

Association. 

Limit all watercraft access to Rennie Lake via the GO-REC waterfront to 

only GO-REC’s fleet of watercraft to be used exclusively on Rennie 

Lake. 

Rescind the Township staff’s ambiguous approval of lawful nonconform-

ing historical accessory uses regarding watercraft access to Rennie 

Lake, as well as Spider Lake and Bass Lake. 

The entire public record for the GO-REC PUD application as well as video of 

all the meetings can be found at https://eastbaytwpmi.documents-on-

demand.com/. 

Phragmites (Phragmites australis) - Photo by 

Ralph Bednarz 

https://micorps.net/lake-monitoring/
https://micorps.net/lake-monitoring/
https://micorps.net/lake-monitoring/individual-lake-reports/
https://eastbaytwpmi.documents-on-demand.com/
https://eastbaytwpmi.documents-on-demand.com/


 

For 2022, Rennie Lake enrolled in the CLMP for the following parameters:  

SD transparency, spring and summer TP, chlorophyll a, exotic (invasive) 

aquatic plant watch and the full aquatic plant survey.  Ice went out on April 

14 and we collected the spring TP sample on April 22, within two weeks of 

ice-out.  The first chlorophyll sample was collected on May 16. 

If you want to get involved with the Rennie Lake water quality monitoring 

program, have questions, or want additional information, you may contact 

Ralph Bednarz, Water Quality and Lake Level Chairperson, at ralphbed-

narz@comcase.net. 

LOONS by Sandy Witvoet 

Hi Rennie Lakers! Our Loons are defi-

nitely nesting.  They are quiet right now 

as not wanting to attract attention to 

their nest from predators, humans or 

challenging Loons.  If they are success-

ful, we may have babies around the 

second  week of June.  Keep a dis-

tance, watch your wakes and enjoy.   

Thank you again to all the members and friends who have supported 

the Rennie Lake Association during our initial year of operation.   

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Ralph Bednarz, President 

Thomas Lapka, Vice President 

Bryan Gilleland, Treasurer 

Richard DaBell, Secretary 

Chris Kristock, Member-at-Large 

COMMITTEES 

Standing Committees: 

Audit, Chris Kristock, Chair 

Finance, Bryan Gilleland, Chair 

Membership, John Moody, Chair 

Nominating and Voting, Chris Kristock, Chair 

 

Supplemental Committees: 

Communications, Chairperson vacant 

   —  Website, Brien Baumgartner, Liaison 

   —  Newsletter, Mollie DaBell, Editor 

Community Affairs & Public Relations, Chairperson vacant 

History, Chairperson vacant 

Planning, Merrie Thompson, Chair 

Water Quality & Lake Level, Ralph Bednarz, Chair 

Water Safety and Recreation, Chairperson vacant 

 

Chinese mystery snail (Cipangopaludina chinensis - Photos by Ralph Bednarz 

Rennie Lake Loons - Photo by Sandy Witvoet 

Educational Opportunity—Protecting Our Lakes & Shore-lands 
 
The Grand Traverse Conservation District (GTCD) continues its Protecting 
Our Lakes & Shore-lands (POLS) Series on June 15

th
 from 6:30 – 8:00pm 

with a virtual presentation on “The Most Unwanted Aquatic Invasive Spe-
cies: Identifying, Decontaminating, and Reporting.” 
 
Join speaker Emily Cook, Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator at the Ben-
zie Conservation District and manager of the Aquatic Invasive Species 
Pathways Program, as she explores how to protect our special waters from 
unwanted aquatic hitchhikers. She will discuss how to identify high-priority 
species, the proper methods of decontamination, the biggest challenges 
(and wins!) of on-the-ground boat washing, and how to take action as an 
individual. 
 
This virtual event is a part of the POLS Series developed by members of the 
Spider Lake & Rennie Lake Associations and hosted by the Grand Traverse 
Conservation District. 


